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which St Paul showed in his rebuke, nor the humble modesty of St Peter;
" But," says that father, " St Peter sets us an example of a more wonderful
and difficult virtue. For it is a much easier task for one to see what to
reprehend in another, and to put him in mind of a fault, than for us
publicly to acknowledge our own faults and to correct them. How heroic
a virtue is it to be willing to be rebuked by another, by an inferior and in
the sight of all the world? " " This example of Peter," says he in another
place,2 " is the most perfect pattern of virtue he could have set us, because
by it he teaches us to preserve charity by humility." Everyone can correct
others, but only a saint can receive well public rebuke. This is the true
test of perfect humility and heroic virtue; this is something far more
edifying and more glorious than the most convincing apologies.

St Peter wrote two canonical epistles. The first he dates from Babylon,
by which, St Jerom and Eusebius tell us, he meant Rome, at that time
the centre of idolatry and vice. The Jews usually called such cities by
that figurative name; as they gave to a city infamous for debaucheries the
name of Sodom, to an idolatrous country that of Egypt, to a race accursed
by God that of Canaan. Rome is also called Babylon in the Apocalypse.
This name might be frequently given it among the Christians of that age.
This epistle seems to have been written between the years 45 and 55.
It is chiefly addressed to the converted Jews, though the apostle also speaks
to the Gentile converts, as St Austin observes. His principal view in it
was to confirm them in faith under their sufferings and persecutions, and
to confute the errors of Simon and of the Nicolaits. Erasmus, Estius, and
all other judicious critics admire in the style a majesty and vigour worthy
of the prince of the apostles, and a wonderful depth of sense couched in a
few words. His second epistle was written from Rome a little before his
death, and may be regarded as his spiritual testament. In it he strongly
exhorts the faithful to labour earnestly in the great work of their sanctifica-
tion, and cautions them to stand upon their guard against the snares of
heresy. It is a tradition at Rome that St Peter converted the house of
Pudens, a Roman senator, into a church which now bears the name of
St Peter's, ad vincu/a. Many ancient Martyrologies mention a feast of
" The dedication of the first church in Rome consecrated by St Peter."
The Christians only seem to have built churches in Rome after the per-
secution of Severus; but had before oratories and chapels in such manner
as the persecutions would allow; and the most sacred of these were after-
wards converted into churches. St Paul mentions a Christian in Rome
called Pudens,3 whom some think to have been this senator. We cannot
doubt but St Peter preached the gospel over all Italy, as Eusebius, Rufinus,
and others assure us; and likewise in other provinces of the West, according
to the commission which the apostles received to carry the gospel over the
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